
Pastor’s page: Moving with the Holy Spirit 

      Growth, change and times of transition are painful for all of us. They involve some 
letting go or loss in order to embrace something new. However we believe as Christians 
that the best is always “yet to come”. The Holy Spirit is alive and well, calling us as 
individuals and a faith community to new life. “I am with you always until the end of the 
world.”- The Lord assures us. 

      Father Duffy and I are the only English-speaking priests assigned to full-time ministry 
at St. Kilian, serving 5400 Catholic families. This is a reduction from three priests. Father 
José Luis Tenas lives with us in the rectory and ministers to the Hispanic community 
residing within a five-mile radius. He is fluent in Spanish only.  

      Presently, Father Bruce and Father Duffy offer three Masses each weekend.  

      Church law stipulates that a priest should offer no more than one Mass per day. But the 
code of Canon Law offers an accommodation. “If there is a scarcity of priests, the local 
Ordinary (Bishop Murphy) may for good reason allow a priest to celebrate two Masses in one 
day….” 

      Canon law states that Mass schedules should be changed to fulfill this instruction if at 
all possible. Multiple Masses, the church wisely understands, will have a negative impact 
over time on the spirituality of the priest. 

      As St. Kilian, Church attendance is approximately 2200 people per weekend on 
average. Our church building seats 850 people. At present, we have eight (8) weekend 
Masses, including one in Spanish. Attendance per Mass varies from 150-400 people. 

      Liturgical law recommends that a church building be at least half full of people for each 
Mass. Our church building seats 850 people. The schedule should be adjusted to meet the 
ideal of 425 people for each Mass. The Vatican Council mandate for “full, active and 
conscious participation” by all worshipers, is more easily fulfilled in a packed church. 

      When Catholics come to Mass only on occasion, and discover a nearly empty church, it 
does not encourage their desire to commit themselves to regular worship. 

      Because of the desire to fulfill church law, preserve the spiritual life of our priests, and 
meet liturgical principles our Mass schedule will be changing. The new Mass schedule will 
have six rather than eight masses each weekend. 

New Mass Schedule: Beginning the weekend of January 2-3, 2016 

Saturday: 5 PM (English) and 6:30 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday: 8 AM; 9:30 AM; 11 AM; 12:30 PM 



      Change is always painful. But with prayer and the grace of God we will make the 
necessary adjustments in our schedules. Our celebrations of Mass at St. Kilian will 
continue to be uplifting and prayerful. As always you remain in my prayers each day. 

Peace, Father Bruce Powers 

 


